
California Parks Project

The interactive website for the California State Parks provides 
students with ample visual and textual information for research.

www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21491

As a follow-up project to 
Landscape Photography, Art 
teacher Margo Wixsom
created a Graphic Design unit 
using the California Parks 
website for content 
information. Graphic design 
uses Art elements to design 
text-image compositions that 
convey information and hold 
the attention of the viewer. 

Beginning Photography 
students @ Palo Alto High 
School explored one of 12 
regions in the diverse state of 
California to find a park to 
design a CD cover illustrating 
the beauty and features of that 

specific park.



Learning as Recreation & Play

Photography students linked their Landscape Photography knowledge to explore content 
information on the California State Parks website. Students previewed the 12 regional areas 

to explore images of mountain, desert, ocean, valley, and agricultural landscapes.



Graphic Design: Text & Image

Students were randomly assigned a state 
park region. They worked with a partner to 
explore 1 of 12 California Regional Park 
zones to find a park that interested them 
enough to convince others to go and visit 
that park. Their goal was to find inspiring 
photographs and information about 1 park.



Keywords & Revision Writing

Students used this digital worksheet for each 
step of the project. First they found and copy-
pasted a park description into a document to 
rewrite for their CD content information about 
that park. Then they made a list of keywords 
for clever song titles to communicate specific 
features or facts about their park. 



Fair Use 
and 

Copyright
Laws

Students watched a YouTube video on copyright and 
Fair Use to clarify ways in which images and Internet 
content can be used and shared. They copy-pasted 
photographs from a website, then altered images in 
Photoshop using filters to qualify as Fair Use 
transformation. Students also must cite URL links to 
acknowledge source websites for academic integrity.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tWhKeb-fUQ
Great example of stating Fair Use law and showing Fair Use in practice

It’s essential in a digital world 
to teach students copyright 
laws and guidelines for Fair 
Use as artists, writers, and 
educators: nature, purpose, 

amount, and effect of use are 
the qualifiers for Fair Use. 

The three keys: repurpose, 
add value, transformative
use of copyright material.



Visual Literacy

Students followed video guidelines on selecting full 
resolution images, saving JPG files, and altering them 
in Photoshop to meet Fair Use copyright laws. They 
selected a cover image to showcase the park profile 

and a back cover image as a backdrop for songs 
using keywords that communicated information about 

the park with the revised description.



CD 
Artworks

Using the digital worksheet, students selected 2 photographs from their park website to 
alter in Adobe Photoshop using filters to meet Fair Use guidelines. Photographs needed to 

illustrate their park in an engaging way to convince viewers to visit their park.

For the back of the CD, they wrote a park description and compiled keywords for song 
titles that educated readers about park locations, features, and activities. The goal was to 

learn about the geography of California, the resources and recreational heritage of CA, 
and showcase those images and park information to inspire others to visit state parks.

Digital worksheet 
models front and 

back cover content 
information and 
graphic design 

guidelines.



Assembling the CDs

Students designed a California Parks CD with a catchy 
front cover title and informative back cover song titles with 
description of their park features. They copied their cover 

images onto a Word document and printed their cover 
designs to assemble in CD cases as a music parody.



Wordle Expressions

Students made a list of their park name, 
natural resources, features and inspiring words 

to create a “wordle” poster about their park.

Wordle is a wonderful content information 
resource for students to create posters on any 

topic using keywords. 
www.wordle.net/create



Sharing the Wealth

Student trimmed and framed descriptive Wordle posters to pair with their CD designs to 
share the wealth of what they learned about California State Parks for a library display.



Class Presentations
When all the CDs were assembled student 
partners made presentations of their research to 
peers. We set the criteria that the best CD design 
presentation was the one that enrolled the majority 
of the class to go and explore the park described.

Many students made lively sales pitches to 
win over their peers with their park features.



Library Display

Students arranged their CD artworks and accompanying Wordle posters 
in one of the library display cases. They printed a state flag, seal, and a 
screenshot from the California State Parks website to post alongside the 

project description of using state parks as a topic for Graphic Design.



California State Parks on Display

Students walk past California State Parks display in the Palo Alto High School library.



Student Gallery of CD Artworks

Student CDs with informative title and songs titles with park descriptions and URL links.

North Coast San Francisco Bay Central Coast Los Angeles County
Orange County Inland Empire San Diego County

Gold Country        Central Valley High Sierra Deserts



Special Thanks

To Director Ruth Coleman and the California State Parks for designing such an 
engaging and useful educational resource in their website.      

www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21491

This project was made possible by the generous support, encouragement, 
technology assistance and funding from the following sources:

For the inspiration and invaluable technology instruction of the
Krause Center of Innovation staff and KCI Merit teachers

www.krauseinnovationcenter.org/kci/

http://sites.google.com/site/meritprogram/

The 2009-10 Palo Beginning Photography students
who made the many aspects of learning through technology pure joy!

The PAHS Technology Support Team of                             
Pat O’Hara, Will Yu, and Van Simmons                                  

who made all things technological - possible!


