
Photojournalism: What Matters
A student project based on the study of the book What Matters: The World's 
Preeminent Photojournalists and Thinkers Depict Essential Issues of Our Time. 

Students select a topic that matters to them 
including; climate change, energy resources, wealth 
and equity, population shifts, women’s rights, or 
wilderness preservation. They read a chapter from the 
text to focus their study, then research URL links in 
the back of the book on what we can do to effect 
positive change. They write a statement of personal 
interest sharing why the topic matters to them and 
why it should matter to all of us. They select images 
that inspire them, then post the best of their 
research on a Facebook group, a blog,  and in a 
Powerpoint presentation to share online to inspire 
and inform other viewers. 

As an extension of the project, we asked world-
renowned photojournalist Ed Kashi to come to speak 
at our school and hosted a Photojournalism Forum to 
share this essential information with our school and 
the Bay Area community. Book review on vewd.com: 

http://vewd.org/index.php/news/article/book_review_what_matters_c
reated_by_david_elliot_cohen/



Textbook 
Choices

Students take a day to look through chapters of the book to engage personal interest. They 
sign up for chapter topics to do more extensive research on a topic of their choice. If they 
select the same chapter, student groups had to discuss different perspectives to do their 

research. Two groups selected  the chapter on Consumerism, so one group focused on the 
effect on children, while the other group focused on distribution of wealth.

Allowing students 
to select topic 

focus to engage 
personal learning



Students Select Topics
Students choose partners or groups to research a topic that “matters to them.”
They read a relevant chapter from the text to understand how photographers 

and writers “picture” the topic. 

This group of students selected women’s rights as their topic. They returned to 
the book several times to review the recommended URL resources in the 

appendix and then resource connections of their own online.

Students read their text chapter in class and around campus to decide on inspiring content.



Research Relevant Content
Students research relevant URLs from the book appendix, then search 
and compile other inspiring content online: YouTube videos, Facebook, 

websites, photographer sites. Their criteria guideline is to see if the 
resource is interesting or boring for them - and to choose only engaging 

resources on their topic to compile for their own audience.

Students research website links to test for accessibility and interest for their topics.



Books + Digital Research
The textbook is a starting point. After 
students read their topic chapter, they 
use technology to search the URLs in 

the book appendix to find relevant  
links that inspire them.

Once they test URL links, they write a personal interest 
statement to explain why the topic matters to them - and 

why it should matter to everyone. They find other 
engaging URLs and Internet images. They store their 

information in a digital folder on the desktops for use in a 
variety of digital applications: Facebook group account, 

blog, and Project Powerpoint presentation.



Copyright: Fair Use

Students watch two YouTube videos on 
copyright and fair use to clarify ways in which 
images and Internet content can be used and 
shared. They copy-paste examples of 
photographer artworks into blogs with URL 
links to source websites for fair use.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tWhKeb-fUQ
Great example of stating fair use law and showing fair use

It is essential in a digital world to teach 
students copyright laws and guidelines for 
Fair Use as artists, writers, and educators: 
nature, purpose, amount and effect of use. 

The three keys: repurpose, add value, 
transformative use of copyright material.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59-oZm3VdWk Stanford Law School 
compilation of Disney clips reciting copyright laws as a model of fair use.



Design a Topic Page
Images are essential in the Age of Information -
students find their photographer’s home page to 
copy-paste inspiring images into their own 
documents after reviewing the fair use video 
guidelines. They may use images in which they 
link and cite the original source material back to 
the artists. Each student writes a topic 
statement, with inspiring images, and URL links 
that they think will inspire others. 

They keep all data in a digital folder on the 
desktop, then copy folders onto a USB stick 
to transfer for other formats.

Lauren connects with another book by the 
editor of “What Matters.” His “24/7 Dogs” was 
her connection to a topic that mattered to 
her: she researched guide dogs and the work 
of a local photographer who raised puppies 
to be donated as disability-assist dogs.



Inquiry Based Learning & Content

Student designers add 
everyone in the class 
as a site administrator. 
They teach the class 
how to upload content 
and use tools to 
participate on a group 
website. Each day 
students add new 
content (URL, videos, 
posts) to the group 
Facebook page.



Internet Group Page
Students volunteer to create a group 
page on Facebook. Students have 
strong digital skills that can be applied 
to classroom research projects. The 
teacher is a digital immigrant while 
students in the class are digital 
natives,…so they lead the way!

Proud designers pose in front of the 
page that they created. Students lead 
the way in how to design old things in 
new ways and create new things in new 
ways. Hands-on learning and student 
collaboration in project design inspires 
the progress and process of the project.



Design Inspiring Content: Groups

Facebook Group page designed and managed 
by students includes a group statement, photo 
albums, discussion posts, URL links, and video 
uploads on each topic.
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=177102865952



Blog the Topics
Students watch a demonstration on 
how to post content to their blog
and then help each other post their 
topic information, images and URL 
links to the blog on Blogspot.com

Students select a template for 
their blog and pose for a group 
photo for their blog profile photo.

Check out their blog posts on: 
http://www.pjwhatmatters.blogspot.com/

or http://pjwhatmatters.blogspot.com



Design Inspiring Content: Blog
Students copy-paste & upload content information into blog.

Women’s Issues                                                  Effects of Consumerism

http://www.pjwhatmatters.blogspot.com/



File Sharing

Students compose a 
topic statement, a list 
of engaging topic 
URLs, and collect 
images illustrating 
their topic (in 72 dpi 
resolution). They load 
that information onto a 
USB stick and learn 
how to transfer data to 
other desktops and 
laptops. 

File-sharing is an 
essential digital skill.

Using USB sticks to transfer data, students load data onto laptop Powerpoint
presentations, and upload them to the Facebook group and blog.



Powerpoint Merge

They use graphic design principles 
to layout their page in visually 

engaging and accessible ways to 
inspire readers/viewers.

Students transfer their topic data into a 
Powerpoint presentation. They title one 

page with their topic and copy-paste 
their personal statement, photo 

illustrations, and URLs. They worked on 
4 different laptops for convenience, then 

merged pages into one document by 
transferring data on USB sticks.



Collaborative Digital Document

Students merged their pages into a single 
collaborative document with a home page return 
feature. Each page includes a topic title, personal 
statement of interest, URLs for topic connections 
and citation of websites for photo illustrations.



Processing 
What Matters

Students collaboratively 
design a Powerpoint
presentation with the 
homepage feature, and 
share their topics with 
each other. They discuss 
why they selected their 
topic, and why it matters. 
They also explain how 
they designed their pages.

Students make group presentations in the 
media lab on their topic  pages.



Action Project
Local photographer Cathy Gregory meets with students in the newly formed 

Olevolos Club which came out of one student’s topic interest from “What 
Matters” chapters on AIDS and poverty. The club meets each Wednesday to 

discuss fundraising ideas and projects to make a difference.

Sahar was so 
engaged with her topic 
of AIDS in Africa and 
how to assist orphans 
in Tanzania, that she 
started the club the 
first week of the class 
project. She acts on 
what matters by 
mobilizing others to 
act for change.



Host a Schoolwide Forum

Students prepare to host the community forum 
on Photojournalism - managing an array of 
details. They design and cut programs and 
verification tickets. Some teachers assigned 
attendance at the forum for extra credit.

Flyer image used with permission from Ed Kashi from 

his documentary “Curse of the Black Gold”
http://www.talkingeyesmedia.com/niger_delta.php

From connections made at the July Aurora 
Forum at Stanford, Photojournalist Ed Kashi
and professor Michael Watts agreed to 
present the same forum at Palo Alto High 
School in October. Students plan the details 
to host the forum including flyers and website 
design for the school webpage:

www.paly.net/art/photography

http://auroraforum.stanford.edu/event/what-matters



Classroom Display: What Matters
Each student printed out their favorite image from the 
book. Students cut images into the letters “What 
Matters” for a wall display highlighted with pages 
printed from their blog and Facebook group page.

Anxiously awaiting the arrival of our guest speakers: 
world-renowned photojournalist Ed Kashi and UC 
Berkeley professor Michael Watts, collaborators on a 
chapter for the book “What Matters.”



Forum Banner

We painted forum information 
on a white queen size sheet and 
affixed a blue twin size sheet 
painted to recreate the cover of 
the the book “What Matters” for 
the forum banner. It hung 
outside the Haymarket Theater 
where the forum was held.



Campus 
News

Our campus online publication, Voice, posted this story the day of the forum:

http://voice.paly.net/view_story.php?id=8889



Photojournalism Forum Set-Up

On the day of the forum, Principal Jacquie McEvoy welcomes speakers Ed Kashi and 
Michael Watts as the Theater Tech crew adjust the sound and lighting equipment.



Photojournalism Forum

Michael Watts

UC Berkeley 
Professor of 
Geography

Ed Kashi

Photojournalist

www.edkashi.com

Co-authors of the video “Curse of 
the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in 

the Niger Delta” and contributors to 
the book “What Matters” with the 
chapter on “Oil Addiction.” They 

shared their experiences and 
perspectives in the field of 

“Advocacy Journalism.”



Forum Luncheon

Almost the entire PAUSD School Board 
came to the luncheon and attended the 

second session of the forum.

We hosted two sessions of the forum: one during the lunch period
and an extended sessions during 6-7th periods. Between sessions 
we hosted a luncheon for speakers, staff, students, and guests.

Local photographer Cathy Gregory transformed the classroom into an 
organic restaurant. In keeping with the spirit of the book she used 
locally grown and organic produce for our vegetarian reception. Our 
principal and school board members chat with Ed and Michael.



What Matters: Action Project
Students organize a table 

with bracelets and donations 
for the club they formed for 

the Olevolos Project.



Book Table
Michael Watts and Ed Kashi sign books in the back of the 
theater. We bought 90 copies of three book sets to support 
the important work that they do. We’ll sell them throughout 

the year as our Photography Program fundraiser.



PhotoJournalism Forum Online
Photography student, 

Melissa, video-recorded 
the second session for 
extra credit in the class.  
Click on the photo to see 
the video of the extended 

session of the 
Photojournalism Forum. 

The event was an 
overwhelming success 

and we decided to make 
this an annual event at 

our school.

Click on these YouTube links to see the 2 forum session. Each segment is 10 minutes to fit on YouTube format:
Segment 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZIQyfuX5b0&feature=related

Segment 2 [Curse of the Black Gold video]: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4hr44DUIWo&feature=related

Segment 3: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X3fkTXIQqrQ&feature=related

Extended Session Segment 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1_TQKpclH4&feature=related

Segment 2 [Curse of the Black Gold video]: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4hr44DUIWo&feature=related

Segment 3: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCn54Tuu_4I&feature=related

Special thanks to the staff at the 
Krause Center of Innovation

www.krauseinnovationcenter.org/kci/

and Kathy Gregory www.cathylens.com/



This project was made possible by the generous support, encouragement, 
technology assistance and funding from the following sources:
For the inspiration and invaluable technology instruction of the
Krause Center of Innovation staff and KCI Merit teachers

www.krauseinnovationcenter.org/kci/
http://sites.google.com/site/meritprogram/

Palo Alto PTSA and Viking Grants
For their generous funding of textbooks and technology equipment.

The 2009-10 Palo Alto Advanced Photography students
who made the many aspects of learning through technology pure joy!

The PAHS Technology Support Team of
Pat O’Hara, Will Yu, and Van Simmons

who made all things technological - possible!

Special Thanks


